























6/20/88, Alpine Valley Music Theatre (photo credit: Ray Ellingsen) 


1988 


There were eighty Grateful Dead shows in 1988. This year 
was highlighted by the enormous influx of fans into the 
scene who came as a result of the Dead’s hit record the pre- 
vious year. The huge groundswell of fans brought a host of 
problems for the Grateful Dead organization. Crowd con- 
trol at shows became a serious concern, one that the band 
would have to directly address in numerous ways. 

The band introduced seven new songs of their own 
during this year: “Foolish Heart,” “Built to Last,” 
“Believe It or Not,” “Victim or the Crime,” “Start Your 
Engines” (which was also retired this same year), “Take 
You Home,” and “Blow Away.” One of Jerry’s new tunes, 
“Foolish Heart,” was a strong vehicle for jamming and 
quickly became a crowd favorite. Bobby’s contribution, 
“Victim or the Crime,” was an odd tune, and although it 
also led to some very interesting musical spaces, it was met 
with mixed reviews. The most interesting Brent tune was 
“I Will Take You Home,” a soft lullaby written for his 
daughter that often appeared coming out of “Space.” 

Several cover songs made their way into the repertoire: 
The Beatles’ “Blackbird” (also retired in 1988), “Let the 
Good Times Roll,” Bob Dylan’s “Stuck Inside of Mobile 
(with the Memphis Blues Again)” (with Weir on vocals), 
and “Ballad of a Thin Man” (with Weir on vocals—also 
retired this year). 

In 1988 the Grateful Dead broke out “Ripple” (the first 
electric version since 4/29/71), “To Lay Me Down” (for the 
first time since 10/1 7/83), and “Louie, Louie” (the first we 
know of since 5/18/67). Three songs were each played once 
and then dropped from the repertoire: “Green Onions,” 
“So What,” and “Stir It Up.” 


In February the Dead were featured on a two-part King 
Biscuit Flower Hour on radio nationwide that featured por- 
tions of the 12/31/87 show. 

On 3/12 the Dead played the Bay Area Music Awards. 
They were accompanied by Huey Lewis, John Fogerty, and 
friends and together performed a one-time-only version of 
“Long Tall Sally.” On 9/24 the Dead played a rain-forest 
benefit show in New York during which Suzanne Vega led 
them through one-time-only renditions of “Chinese Bones” 
and “Neighborhood Girls.” At this same show Hall and 
Oates led them through one-time-only readings of “Every 
Time You Go Away” and “What’s Goin’ On.” 

Nineteen eighty-eight was a banner year for special 
guests as well. The Dead were joined by Baba Olatunji, 
Sikiru Adepoju, Kitaro, Hamza el-Din, Huey Lewis, John 
Fogerty, Clarence Clemons, the Neville Brothers, the Ban- 
gles, Suzanne Vega, Hall and Oates, Jack Casady, Bruce 
Hornsby, Batucaje, Michael Hinton, David Hidalgo of Los 
Lobos, Mick Taylor, Tom Wolk, and Mark Rivera. 

During the July, 1988, weekend there was a special 
nationwide radio broadcast of the 1967 Monterey Interna- 
tional Pop Festival that included the Dead playing “Viola 
Lee Blues” and “Cold Rain and Snow” from June 18 of that 
year. 

In September David Gans’s Grateful Dead Hour radio 
show became syndicated nationwide. 

DeadBase began issuing year-in-review printed editions 
that included, among other things, the song lists, set and 
song timings, set statistics, and reviews. 

Tapes to get: 3/16, 3/27, 4/1, 4/13, 4/15, 4/23, 4/30, 6/23, 
6/30, 7/2, 7/17, 7/29, 9/3, 9/11, 9/16, 9/24, 12/28, 12/31. 


